Excursion to Mastic Villages / South Chios

Date: 21.06.2018

Duration:  09.00 -17.00 

Cost p.p.: 25 euro
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Situated in the middle of the land of the mastic, these villages are the best preserved fortified settlements of the island. The villages of Mesta, Pyrgi, Olympi, were built between the 14th and the 16th century in order to control and protect the inhabitants and their valuable product – the mastic.

Passing through the Kampos area with its unique mansions, we reach to Armolia, a village famous for its ceramic pottery. 

We will stop at Pirgi with its unique graffiti decorations. The architecture of the houses in Pyrgi is remarkable with the "travaka" or pyramidal roofs and painting of the exterior of the houses, known as "Xysta”. This is an etching technique where the render of the facade is etched with continuous alternation of black and white. Located in the village square are the great church of the Dormition of the Virgin Mary and the Church of the Holy Apostles, a perfectly preserved Byzantine monument, small replica of the monastery of Nea Moni with beautiful frescoes of the XIII century.  Time for coffee. 

We continue to the Cave of Sykia at Olympi with 57m. depth and rich in calcite formations (stalactites & stalagmites). 

Next stop will be Mesta, which is characterized as a preserved monument and is one of the best preserved fortified settlements under Genoese rule. The village has only one entrance and one exit. A stroll in the village’s narrow alleys, under the arches that form balconies offer the visitor a unique experience as the presence of the 14th century is strong. We will visit the church of Palio Taxiarchis with its famous wooden iconostasis (1833 AD), located at the northwestern end of the village.  

The excursion ends with visit of Emporios, a picturesque small port with the volcano beach -known as Mavra Volia. The black pebbles and wild scenery is a result of the volcanic activity of the distant past in the area. Swimming in Mavra Volia is an experience not to be missed! Time for lunch and swimming. 
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